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THE CONTINUING SAGA OF DARRYL GREENAMYER, HIS BEARCAT,
AND HOW THE PAIR PUT AIR RACING BACK ON THE MAP

PART TWO
BY TIM WEINSCHENKER

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM LARSEN 

Gleaming in its new white and
metallic blue scheme, Darryl

positions the racer prior to
running up the R-2800.

system similar to that used on the F-104
Starfighter. In addition, the location of
the boiler was moved from in front of
the cockpit to a location behind the
cockpit. The reason being twofold —
the movement changed the center of
gravity to a more favorable location;
additionally, the fumes from the boiler
were now vented behind the cockpit
rather than in front. It was also decided
to replace the -83 supercharger with one
from a CB-17 version of the R-2800.
This did improve the ability of the
engine to make horsepower but sacri-
ficed some potential reduction in relia-
bility as the main power section still
consisted of -83 components.

Aerodynamic fine-tuning for 1966
included modifications to the cowling
and cooling air inlet. The engine nose case was covered with an
inner cowling fairing from a Lockheed Constellation. At the
same time the inner lip of the cowling was faired over to reduce
the overall cooling air drag required to cool the big radial.

Finally, Darryl decided to reduce the height of the vertical
tail and rudder. A total of 18-in was taken out of the vertical
stabilizer and rudder. Darryl had decided to make this modifi-
cation on his own without first consulting with Bruce Boland.
After completion, he called Bruce to tell him he was thinking
of reducing the vertical tail. Bruce quickly responded with,

“Don’t do it!” Then Darryl told him it

With the hatch and miniscule Cosmic Wind-style canopy removed, Darryl poses for a
1966 portrait. The Smirnoff sponsorship was extremely important in furthering the
modifications to the racer.

was too late, he’d already made the change! It was Bruce’s
opinion that this modification would have an adverse effect on
stability at high power settings. In turn, Darryl reasoned he had
to pull out all the stops as he was in pursuit of his own version
of the “Holy Grail” — the 3km speed record for propeller-dri-
ven, piston-engine aircraft.

The record had been set in 1939 by Fritz Wendel in a very
special Messerschmitt Bf 209. Billed to the general public as
the Bf 109R, this airplane was anything but a Bf 109! It was

actually the smallest, lightest airframe that
could be built around a very special
Daimler-Benz engine. With an evapo-

rative cooling system, the craft was

EDITOR’S NOTE: Part One of this article appeared in the
August issue. Tim and Jim have gone “above and beyond” in their
goal of recording the history of one of America’s most famous racing
aircraft — the racer that took the world speed record back from Nazi
Germany. Their efforts typify what we are trying to do at Air
Classics — record aviation history in unprecedented detail. In this
endeavor, we believe we are the only aviation magazine willing to go
“the extra mile” to make sure that this history is recorded for future
generations. We would welcome your comments and I can be
reached at moleary@challengeweb.com.

1966-1968: ON A ROLL
The success of the 1965 season inspired Darryl and his crew

to pursue further refinement of the Bearcat for the coming
1966 racing season. One of the first things done was

improvement and relocation of the oil boiler.
The design of the boiler was

enhanced by the addition
of a level control


