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During the Second World War, the United States gov-
ernment worried that the nations comprising Latin
America might come under the influence of Nazi
Germany. During the 1920s and 1930s, Germany and

Italy had developed strongholds in Latin America with the sup-
ply of economic and military aid. To counter Fascist aid,
America began supplying some of the countries with military
assistance and one of these nations was Peru.

During 1929, aircraft and pilots of Peru’s Army and Navy were
consolidated into the Cuerpo de Aeronautica del Peru

(CAP), which operated an odd collection of
Italian, British, and American aircraft. In the late

1930s, Italy began offering the Peruvians
attractive deals on military aircraft and,

in 1937, a Caproni factory was
established to build

and main-

WE PROFILE A REPUBLIC P-47D THUNDERBOLT
THAT HAS LED A LONG AND INTERESTING LIFE

BY MICHAEL 
O’LEARY

Steve Hinton flying No Guts, No Glory on a 6
January 2007 test flight. In an exchange

between Provenance and TFC, Provenance
received Hurricane IV KZ321 (G-HURY),

which was sold to Michael Potter in Canada;
Jungmeister (G-AYSJ) sold to Jerry Yegan;

Bristol F.2b (G-ACAA) since sold to
director Peter Jackson; and P-47D 

(G-THUN). TFC received P-47G Little
Demon and Spitfire Mk. XVIII (G-BRAF).

completed my tour of duty in SEA and was now flying out of
March AFB, California,” commented former Strategic Air
Command B-52 pilot Robin Collard. “I started my antique air-
craft flying at this point when I found a Boeing Stearman PT-17
Kaydet advertised for sale in the Los Angeles Times. I then got
into the airshow circuit of the late 1960s and 1970s. However, I
was always hooked on the pos-

sibility of obtaining a
surplus fight-

er and
I instigat-

ed a search.
“During

the search for a
fighter, I used all

my contacts in the
USAF and was always

on the look-out for such a
plane. My delving around

turned up something very inter-
esting in Riverside, California. A

new service station had opened on
Market Street near my home. The owner

and his family were from Peru. We started
talking about my airplane ‘habit’ one evening

when he saw some Mustang parts I was moving. I
mentioned I was always on the lookout for old WWII air-

craft. He said his wife’s brother was a chief in the Peruvian
Air Force and would ask him about old planes the next time
they were in touch. Two-weeks later he stopped me and showed
me the forwarded photos of six P-47s lined up at Pirua.”

It must be remembered that during the late 1960s, the
Warbird movement had not really started. However, it was obvi-
ous that WWII fighter aircraft were part of an appreciating mar-
ket. Robin continues, “Now, contrary to all the stories on the
Thunderbolts, Ed Jurist did not discover the planes. What hap-

pened was that I told David Tallichet about the aircraft and
my Peruvian contact in Riverside. David, in turn, got togeth-

er with Ed Jurist [the money man] and they immediately
went to the Peruvians for the planes and a deal was struck

with officials. That’s how the Peruvian Thunderbolt saga
began. I was out, but I had my Mustang to complete.”

J u r i s t
had creat-
ed Vin-

tage Aircraft
International Ltd.

with home base in Nyack,
New York. Using Peruvian labor, the

Thunderbolts, along with tons of spare parts, were
loaded aboard the SS Rosaldina, which arrived with

the planes at Brownsville, Texas, on 5 September

tain these aircraft. However, the factory suffered with delivery
problems and Peru began to buy American aircraft — the US
government was willing to cut some very favorable terms.

During 1941, Peru and Ecuador skirmished over border rights
and in the same year Col. James T. Moore was seconded to the
CAP from the US Marine Corps. Moore became CAP Inspector
General of Aviation and, in turn, a number of Peruvian officers
departed to the States for training. Moore made sure that the

Caproni factory was taken over by the government, thus effec-
tively stopping Italian influence.

There were few major changes to the CAP until Peru signed
the Rio Pact of Mutual Defense during 1947. This allowed Peru
to obtain a wide variety of readily available surplus American
warplanes. Aircraft that headed for Peru included
Thunderbolts, Mitchells, and Harpoons while the nation
also received trainers and transports. 

Peru received 20 F-47Ds that were delivered by air and the
planes would serve in the fighter-bomber role. In July 1950, the
CAP became the Fuerza Aerea del Peru (FAP). The WWII vet-
erans gave good service, but in 1956 a modernization program
began under the Mutual Defense Assistance Program and this
included a number of F-86F Sabres that went to
Escuadron Caza 12 which had been equipped with
the F-47Ds. The Thunderbolts were then
transferred to the Escuadron Caza 13.
As time went, on Britain began
to supply advanced aircraft
like the Hawker Hunter,
but in 1957 the
FAP could

f i e ld
two F-47D

squadrons serv-
ing with Grupo 13.

By the early 1960s, only
six of the F-47Ds were opera-

tional. The Peruvian govern-
ment eventually

decided to put
the planes

up for sale
and the six aircraft
were flown to Piura Air
Base, parked, and placed
in open storage. “I had


