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successful bombing of Kataoka naval base
on Shimushu and Kashiwabara army base
on Paramushiro. Subsequent bombing
missions in August and September were
executed based on the obtained informa-
tion. Heavy B-24 Liberators and medi-
um B-25 Mitchells took off from Attu,
the westernmost island of the Aleutian
chain. Initial flights alerted the
Japanese, who reinforced their air
defense by sending in additional fighter
units. Islands of Shimushu and
Paramushiro were becoming the outer
fortress protecting the northern border
of the Japanese Home Islands.

The 11 September 1943 bombing mis-
sion of eight B-24s and twelve B-25s
resulted in the most disastrous operation

for the 11th Air Force.
Japanese fighter

planes and anti-aircraft gunners were on
the alert — only five Liberators and five
Mitchells returned home. One B-24 was
forced to land in Petropavlovsk on the way
to its target due to engine malfunction,
another B-24 and two B-25s were shot
down. One B-24 and five B-25s were so
badly battered by Japanese fighters and
anti-aircraft gunners that they had to
crash-land in neutral territory of the USSR
in Petropavlovsk. Twenty-two men were
killed, one taken prisoner, and 51 interned
in Kamchatka. Two pilots, one co-pilot,
and four other crewmembers of the
returned planes were wounded. 

After this failure, the US Army Air
Force stopped its offensive operations
in the Kuriles for the next six-months.
The bombings did not cause much dam-
age to the Japanese, but the Americans
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The date was 29 May 1943; The
one-year Japanese occupation of
the US Aleutian island of Attu
ended when Col. Yasuo Yamasaki,

the commander of the Japanese garrison,
led the last banzai charge of his remaining
800 soldiers. Fighting their way deep into
US positions, they blew themselves up
with grenades. Yamasaki died with a
samurai sword in hand. On 28 July 1943,
5000 men of Japanese Kiska garrison were
successfully evacuated under the fog cover
to the Kurile Islands of Shimushu and
Paramushiro, ending the Japanese pres-
ence in the Aleutian Islands and consti-
tuting one of the most successful retreats
of the war. The first line of Japanese
defense at the northeast had irrevocably
shifted to the Kuriles.

Imperial General Headquarters in
Tokyo naturally expected further

American development from the
Aleutians. Construction of fortifica-
tions and new airfields unfolded on the
islands of Shimushu and Paramushiro,
and existing infrastructure was expand-
ed and updated.

As the result of the Aleutian
Campaign, by the end of 1943 the US
armed forces created a network of naval
bases, army bases, airfields, warehouses
and repair shops on the island chain.
Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing Four (FAW-4)
performed daily patrols of the northern
Pacific Ocean from the Komandorskie to
the Kurile Islands, searching for Japanese
submarines and providing safe navigation
for the Soviet ships with American Lend-
Lease weapons and supplies aboard.
Construction of the airfield for extra-
long-range B-29 bombers was initiated at
Shemya Island.

Since August 1942, the United States
contemplated the possibility of capturing
the Kuriles as a prelude to attacking Japan
from the north. As the Aleutian
Campaign ended, Gen. Buckner, the head
of Alaska Defense Command, expressed a
wish to “walk through the ashes of Tokyo.”
To fulfill that wish would require the use of
the Kuriles as an invasion route to the
main Japanese Islands as well as the use of
Soviet bases in the Kamchatka peninsula.
Not much was known of the Kuriles at the
time so Gen. Buckner ordered his staff to
conduct studies of Kamchatka and the
Kuriles. Washington approved an 11th Air
Force proposal that two bomber missions
be flown to collect intelligence on the
northern Kuriles in July. 

Aerial photographic reconnaissance
of the Kuriles began on 18
July 1943, during the first
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FLYING EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS PHOTO-RECON MISSIONS AT THE
TOP OF THE WORLD, THESE LOCKHEED PV-1 VENTURAS BROUGHT
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A squadron of PV-1 Venturas at Amchitka in late 1943.

Lockheed PV-1s on patrol over the Aleutians giving an indication of the extremely harsh
conditions in which the Ventura squadrons operated. Just as the Hudson was developed
from the Lockheed Model 18 civilian transport, the Ventura was created from the Model
18 but with numerous upgrades. As with the Hudson, the bomber was instigated at the
request of the Royal Air Force. The Lockheed Model 37-21-01 was fitted with Pratt 
& Whitney S1A-4-G Double Wasp radials and the RAF was impressed with
Lockheed’s performance figures, ordering 25 machines (soon increased
to 300, with an additional follow-on contract for a further 375). The
British selected the name Ventura for the new bomber. 
(Alpha Archive)

Buoyed by the success of RAF orders for
the Hudson and later Ventura, Lockheed
heavily advertised the new bomber.


