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German aeronautical concerns were
going after the international speed
record — a record that Germany had
longed to permanently capture.

The interesting part of this story is
that both Willy Messerschmitt and
Ernst Heinkel had set their sights on
the 3km record with no idea that the
other was on the same course. Chief of
the Luftwaffe’s Technischen Amtes was
respected Generalmajor Ernst Udet and
he was well aware of the two designs.
However, Udet, no fan of the Nazis,
was in a very difficult place. First, he
did not believe that the resources being
expended to create the racing
machines were worth all the effort. He
knew that the Luftwaffe’s demands for
more warplanes was very high and that
the manufacturing capabilities of the
major companies were not really up to
the tremendous task. He also was aware
of the mutual dislike between Heinkel
and Messerschmitt and that he could
not afford to take sides — his position
among the Nazis was already shaky
enough. He could also not reveal to
Messerschmitt the intent of Heinkel,
and vice-versa. Thus, Udet decided to
stay in the shadows and let matters go
whatever way they would.

In this article, we will be concentrat-
ing on the winning aircraft but, from

the start, we need to note that the
designers took entirely different
approaches to the 3-km machine.
Heinkel went with a modified variant of
his He 100 fighter while Messerschmitt
did something completely different —
he decided there would be no compro-
mise to any form of “operational” status

and that the new plane would be a pure
racer. That meant creating the smallest
airframe that could be attached to a
highly-modified Daimler-Benz DB 601
while leaving a bit of room for the pilot!

Messerschmitt and his team would
throw in just about everything they knew
on the subject of advanced aerodynamics
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If you were a German — and a Nazi
— then, to paraphrase Frank
Sinatra, 1939 was a very good year.

Emerging from the rubble and
the following economic devastation
created by the Great War, Germany’s
recovery was long, yet remarkable.
Much of this recovery was fueled by
the rise of the Nazi party and their
underlining theme off “Germany first.” 

It is not the point of this article to
outline Germany’s overall economic
recovery — much of that coming
through the development and reliance
on new technology. We will focus on

one small part and

that was Germany’s capability to create
an aircraft that would capture the
world’s absolute propeller-driven 3km
speed record.

Hitler and his regime wanted Nazi
Germany to gain as many international
records as possible — everything from
athletics on up. The majority of the
new Luftwaffe had been developed in
great secrecy but by 1939, the Nazis
wanted the world to be aware of their
greatly increased military power and
were using achievements in aviation as
a propaganda tool.

Thus, the Nazi Ministry of
Propaganda was going to have a verita-
ble field day when in early 1939 they

announced that not one, but
two, respected

ACHIEVING AN IMMENSE POLITICAL
AND PROPAGANDA COUP IN
1939, THE MESSERSCHMITT

Me 209V1 CAPTURED 
THE WORLD’S

ABSOLUTE SPEED
RECORD

Willy Messerschmitt and Fritz Wendel with Me 209V1 D-INJR after the aircraft had been
given a high-gloss paint scheme and other detailing.
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Fritz Wendel described the Me 209V1 as a “monstrosity.” He was not incorrect.
Unpainted, the machine appeared extremely crude, but it was relatively sophisticated for

the time period. Willy Messerschmitt and his team wanted to attach the smallest
airframe possible to the engine (somewhat like the Gee

Bee R series) and, as can be seen, they did. The
lack of vertical tai area is obvious.


