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One of the Pacific Northwest’s
most popular aerial extrava-
ganzas is getting set for its
third annual outing. Three-

years ago, the directors at Flying
Heritage Collection decided to create
an event titled SkyFair. The one-day

Some of Flying Heritage Collection’s aircraft
that will be on display in the air and on the
ground will including the B-25J Mitchell
(flown by Kevin Eldridge and Lance Robertson),

Il-2 (flown by Ross Granley),
and the Spitfire (flown by

Carter Teeters).

FLYING
HERITAGE

COLLECTION’S 
ANNUAL EVENT IS BECOMING A MUST-SEE

FOR WORLD WAR TWO ENTHUSIASTS

ence into WWII for spectators and the
re-enactors accompany the tanks and
other armored pieces. For SkyFair
2016, members of the Puget Sound
Military Vehicle Collectors Club will
have a number of restored vehicles on
display and in action. Members will be
available to answer spectators’ questions
while also giving up-close views. There
will also be a seminar on restoring and
operating vintage military vehicles.

Flying Heritage Collection also
invites aircraft from other museums
and 2016 will have the Historic

F l i gh t

Foundation in attendance with their
Douglas DC-3, Waco, Travelair, and
Staggerwing biplanes to add a Golden
Age touch.

The Erickson Aircraft Collection,
located at Madras, Oregon, is scheduled
with their Douglas SBD-5 Dauntless,
Nakajima Oscar, and Grumman FM-2
Wildcat and these machines will pro-
vide a nice balance for the FHC air-
craft that are scheduled to fly, includ-
ing the North American B-25
Mitchell, Mitsubishi Zero, Curtiss 
P-40, and Republic P-47 Thunderbolt.
Also, a special display will be given by
Steve Hinton in FHC’s Focke-Wulf
Fw 190 — the only original example of
the Luftwaffe’s legendary fighter in
airworthy condition.

Of course, 2016 marks the 80th
anniversary of the first flight of

the famed Supermarine
Spitfire — the Royal Air

Force’s legendary fighter that, along

with the Hawker Hurricane, helped
fight off the Luftwaffe’s aerial invasion
during the dark days of 1940. The first
Spitfire went aloft on 5 March 1936
from Eastleigh Aerodrome with Capt.
Joseph “Mutt” Summers at the con-
trols. After landing, Summers told the
engineers “don’t touch anything!” His
enthusiastic approval led to the produc-
tion of tens of thousands of Spitfires in
numerous variants.

To celebrate this important an-
niversary, FHC will have its own
pristine Spitfire on display. This air-
craft is Spitfire Mk. VC AR614, part
of a contract that was built by
Westland Aircraft Limited and deliv-
ered to the RAF in the summer of
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SkyFair
the world’s only flying examples. Each
SkyFair sees a select group of the col-
lection go aloft to perform fly-bys —
in formation and individually.

However, what sets SkyFair apart is
that the event also showcases the muse-
um’s incredible collection of vintage
armored vehicles. The tanks and other
vehicles rumble around the display
arena, fire their cannon (blanks of
course!), and serve to delight spectators
with their noise and awesome power.
Few sights are more imposing than that
of a main battle tank charging over the
grass and maneuvering
through America’s only
tank arena — especially when
accompanied by the sight and sound
of WWII aircraft roaring overhead. 
Re-enactors
dressed in
authentic period
uniforms give a fur-
ther immersive experi-

event would not be a traditional air-
show — instead it would be a more
relaxed display of FHC’s incredible
collection in the air and on the ground.
Readers of Air Classics are fully aware
of FHC’s magnificent aeronautical col-
lection including some aircraft that are


