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Upon arriving at NAS
Glenview, Dad was assigned
to R4Y-1 BuNo 141016 as
Plane Commander under
R/Adm. Arnold McKechnie,
who was the Chief of Naval
Air Reserve Training for the
US Navy. While the Navy
flew VIPs, responsibility
wasn’t assigned to a single
squadron like the 89th Air
Wing at Andrews and a fleet
of approximately 30 Convair
R4Y-1s was dispersed to Naval
Air Stations around the world.
Dad and the crew made many
trips with the admiral to other
naval bases for formal inspec-
tions and to attend to other
official business. While on these
trips, it was common for the crewmem-
bers to interact with high-ranking offi-
cers, elected officials, and other VIPs.  

As I recall, 141016 was originally
painted in US Navy 1950s-era white and
fluorescent DayGlo orange colors. One
evening, Dad brought home several
sketches of the airplane, stating that it
was scheduled to be completely repaint-
ed minus the DayGlo markings and
asked us what we thought of the pro-
posed paint scheme. We all loved it and
I happened to zero in on the black nose
radome, where the black paint abruptly
ended. I sketched a different version that
stretched out the black, bringing the top
and bottom to a center pinstripe along
the fuselage. Dad liked it, and took my
idea back to share with the others
involved in the paint design. A couple
of months later, we were shown the
newly painted airplane and, to my sur-
prise, it included the nose design that I
suggested. I see now through other pho-
tos that the design was replicated on the
other Convairs in the fleet as well, with
a later variation also including the
design on the engine cowlings.  

A ton of work went into remodeling
141016’s cabin, transforming it from a
traditional passenger airplane to an
authentic VIP transport. It was gutted
down to bare metal and rebuilt with new
galley and seats, including a special
recliner and a private compartment for
the Admiral and other VIPs to conduct
their work or rest. My mother, Janice
Knight, even sewed and installed special
window curtains for the private VIP com-
partment. To say that the Knight family,
Adm. Mac, and Dad’s entire crew were
proud of 141016 would be an understate-
ment. After Adm. McKechnie’s depar-
ture, Dad served under Admirals Martin

and Caldwell, with 141016 con-
tinuing its mission as their VIP
airplane. He retired from the
Navy at NAS Glenview in
1964, with the final flight of his
career logged on 30 May.
141016 was the last airplane
he flew.  

One of Dad’s most memo-
rable flight assignments in
141016 occurred in October
1962. Former President
Harry S. Truman was giving
a speech in Las Vegas at the
American Legion National
Convention, which was

held at the Sands Hotel.
According to his flight log, the crew flew
to Kansas City on 9 October 1962, where
Pres. Truman boarded the plane the next
day for the flight to Las Vegas. After giv-
ing his speech, Truman was flown back to
Kansas City on 11 October.

During the flight, Truman requested
a cockpit visit to chat with the crew.
Pleased to accommodate him, Dad had
him sit in the co-pilot seat and told
him, “Mr. President, if you look down
to your right you will see Wichita.”
Truman replied back with a big grin,
“You mean WiShita?” Dad was born
and raised in Kansas, with his mother
living in Wichita at the time, and he
immediately recognized Truman’s ref-
erence from his childhood days. There
has always been a strong but friendly
rivalry between Kansas and Truman’s

home state of Missouri; especially
between Kansas City, Kansas, and
Kansas City, Missouri, where the state
line crosses right through the city. In
retort, Dad commented, “Now be care-
ful sir, my Mother lives in Wichita.”
Truman thought that was pretty funny
and a good comeback, and he laughed.
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The 89th Airlift Wing at Joint
Base Andrews is well known
for providing VIP air trans-
portation to our nation’s

President and other high-ranking gov-
ernment officials and important per-
sonages. What isn’t as well known is
that the US Navy is also in the busi-
ness of flying VIPs and, at one time,
operated a large fleet of specially outfit-
ted R4Y-1 (C-131) aircraft assigned to
Naval Air Stations
throughout the world.
These aircraft had long
flying careers, with the
last ones not being retired
until the mid-1980s.

Hale B. Knight was a
Naval Aviator and, for the
last four-years of his 25-
year US Navy career, was
assigned to NAS Glenview
in Illinois, where he com-
manded Convair R4Y-1 (C-131F) BuNo
141016 (msn 299). One memorable

flight occurred in October
1962, when L/Cmdr. Knight
flew former President Harry
S. Truman to a speaking
engagement in Las Vegas.
A few years ago his son

Ron became curious

about the fate of 141016 and, after a bit
of research, discovered the plane had
been parked in the Arizona desert at
Davis-Monthan AFB since being retired
in 1985.

After discovering the Convair, Ron
has unfolded an interesting story that he
was kind enough to share in this article.    

PROUD “NAVY BRAT”  
I’m just a proud “Navy Brat” born

and raised US Navy. My
Dad, L/Cmdr. Hale B.
(Stormy) Knight, was a
Naval Aviator and our
family lived on Naval Air
Stations until I was 16-
years-old. As a result of

being exposed to naval aviation from
an early age, I’ve always loved airplanes
and admired what my Dad did during
his military career. I have all his flight
logs and, since his passing in 2002, I’ve
enjoyed going through them and trying
to locate the aircraft he piloted. In
addition to the R4Y-1, he also flew the
PBY Catalina, PBM Mariner, PB4Y-2
Privateer, P2V Neptune, R4D/C-47,
R5D/C-54 and numerous other aircraft.
While I have located a few photos of
the R4Ds, P2Vs, and R5Ds my father
flew, I believe C-131 141016 is the only
one that has escaped the scrapman.

My father and our family were
transferred from NAS Kodiak in
Alaska to NAS Glenview in July 1960.

THE AUTHOR REUNITES
WITH AN EX-NAVY

CONVAIR FLOWN BY HIS
FATHER AND EXPLAINS

HOW THE AIRCRAFT WILL ONCE AGAIN TAKE TO THE AIR

BY RON KNIGHT AND RALPH M. PETTERSEN

Kept in gleaming condition, 141016 was assigned to NAS Glenview from 1956 to 1973
and mainly used as an “admiral’s barge.” During the early 1960s, when L/Cmdr. Knight
commanded the Convair, it was assigned to the Chief of Naval Air Reserve Training.

“Stormy”
Knight’s logbook from

October 1962 shows the roundtrip flight
from Kansas City to Las Vegas with
former President Truman aboard.

Convair 141016 at Port Columbus Airport,
Ohio, during July 1971. The two stars on the
vertical denote the aircraft was assigned to
a two-star admiral. (Bob Garrard)

The C-131 spent many years on “VIP Row” at Davis-Monthan AFB. (Mickey Bednar)
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