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EDITOR’S NOTE: President Roosevelt called her Shangri-
La — the secret “base” from which the 16 Mitchells ven-
tured forth to blast Japanese targets. She was in service for
just one year and six days but during that short span, CV-8
did a huge amount of damage to the enemy. This article
examines the last day of this magnificent ship and the
incredible discovery of her sunken remains

The date was 26 October 1942 and it dawned bright
and clear over the vast expanse of Pacific Ocean sur-
rounding the Santa Cruz Islands. America was still
reeling from the Japanese sneak attack on Pearl

Harbor and the many disastrous battles that followed as a
seemingly unstoppable enemy began taking over a vast swath
of Pacific islands.

However, America was fighting back — Jimmy Doolittle
had taken his 16 B-25B Mitchells off the deck of
the USS Hornet (CV-8) for a raid against the
Home Islands that left the Japanese stunned.
Then, the Hornet took part in the Battle of
Midway — the action that illustrated to
the Japanese what was in store for them.

On that October day, Hornet (the
seventh US Navy warship to carry
that proud name) was preparing
to have its air group launch into
the sky on a mission of ven-
geance. A radar-equipped USN
Consolidated PBY Catalina had
sighted an enemy task force and that
vital information had been radioed
back to the American strike force but
did not reach commanders until sev-
eral hours later. At
0645, a USN
scout air-
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R/V Petrel at sea.
The AUV Hydroid
Remus 6000 carried by the
ship is capable of operations
in up to 20,000-feet of water.

Amazing image of a Grumman Wildcat damaged during the
Japanese dive- and torpedo-bombing attacks on Hornet.

The AUV recorded this image of an International Harvester
aircraft tug — the vehicle looks almost ready to go into action.

craft spotted the enemy carriers and other ships but a few min-
utes later a Japanese scout did the same thing when the pilot
came in contact with the Hornet and her escorts. From that
point, it was a race to launch combat aircraft.

The Japanese carriers were able to get
their aircraft aloft first and a force of 64
warplanes was soon in the sky. This
imposing collection consisted
of 21 Aichi D3A2 Val dive-
bombers, 20 Nakajima
B5N2 torpedo-bombers, and
21  Mitsubishi A6M3 Zero
fighters and they were heading
(along with two scouts) towards
the Hornet. How-
ever, at 0740,

Worried about fuel, American commanders reasoned an
attack relying on superior speed by smaller groups of aircraft
— rather than a large massed attack — was more important.
Accordingly, Hornet launched six Grumman TBF-1 Avenger
torpedo-bombers, 15 Dauntless dive-bombers, and eight
Grumman F4F Wildcat fighters at approximately 0800. At
0810, the accompanying Enterprise had nine Avengers, three
Dauntlesses, and eight Wildcats heading towards the approach-
ing Japanese. At 0820, more Hornet warplanes were in the air
— seven Wildcats, ten Avengers, and nine Dauntlesses.

In one of the strange occurrences of war, the opposing
groups of aircraft passed within sight of each other as they
headed toward their targets. At 0850, Hornet fighters spotted
the enemy but the Wildcats were jumped by Zeros from Zuiho

so the Dauntlesses were without fighter cover.
Other Zeros attacked the SBDs and shot

two SBD-3 Dauntless scouts spotted and immediately attacked
the carrier Zuiho. The carrier’s fighters had taken off to inter-
cept a couple other USN scouts so the two Dauntlesses were
able to dive on the enemy and score direct hits with 500-pound
high explosive bombs. These caused heavy damage and the car-
rier’s flight deck could now neither launch nor recover aircraft. 

At 0810, Shokaku launched another wave of
aircraft consisting of 19 dive-bombers and five
Zeros while Zuikaku put 16 Kate torpedo-
bombers and four Zeros into the air at 0840.
This meant the enemy now had over 100 very
capable combat aircraft — flown by hardened
veterans of Pearl Harbor and Midway — head-

ing towards the Americans.

A 1.1-inch anti-aircraft gun
emplacement  aboard Hornet.


