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One of the many little-known stories of
World War Two concerns the destruction
of the Japanese supply line in Burma — the
Burma-Siam Railway. On 24 April 1945,

we used 41 Consolidated B-24 Liberator heavy-
bombers as dive-bombers and destroyed 39 bridges
along this railway from Rangoon to Toungoo.

The idea to use the lumbering Liberator as a dive-
bomber was born one night in the Officers’ Club
when Col. Harvey T. Allness (Commanding 
Officer of the 7th Bomb Group), Lt. Col. Bill Kyes

THE BURMA-SIAM RAILWAY WAS
SUPPLYING THE JAPANESE WITH

VITAL SUPPLIES. AMERICAN
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BRIDGES WITH DIVE-BOMBING 

B-24 LIBERATORS! / BY W.E. LITTLE

By the time of the attack on the railway, the 7th Bomb Group had received many
new Liberators. The bombers were pouring from the Consolidated and Ford

factories at an unprecedented rate — almost more than the USAAF could
deploy to combat zones and many of these aircraft were sent to temporary

storage or training units. B-24J 42-95559 did not survive long after this
photograph was taken. Under command of 2nd Lt. Robert Murchinson on 1

January 1945, the Liberator was assigned to the 2116th Base Unit (BUs were
often utilized to store aircraft in operational condition or utilized for flight

training, as was the 2116th) out of Casper AAF, Wyoming. Now, this has no
bearing on our subject article but we always try to be as complete as possible
when captioning a photographs — and, in this case, it ended in tragedy. The
Liberator had taken off on a night navigation flight and was headed to

Grand Island, Nebraska, then on to Ainsworth, Nebraska, with a return
to Casper. There was some weather in the area and the base

received a transmission indicating the pilot would try to climb
through overcast. That was the last transmission from the bomber

and several hours later it was declared missing. The wreck and the
bodies of the six fliers were discovered on 3 January. An investigation
revealed that the B-24J had flown into the ground some 25-miles from

Casper and all engines were producing power. The B-24J struck the ground
initially on its bomb bay, the propellers digging in once the fuselage began to

collapse and break apart. As it went through the
terrain, the B-24J began to fragment into small

components, passing over a wide 40-foot deep
gully in the process before impacting a ridge on the

other side and exploding. All four engines, a wing panel,
and the tail section were found in the gully.  
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Shadow of a
7th Bomb
Group Liberator
tracks alongside a
Japanese railroad bridge
as the unit’s squadrons
carried out a series of dive-
bombing attacks on the vital
enemy installations.

The Japanese were pushing north
into Burma only because of their abil-
ity to supply their troops so well
using this railroad. We talked of sev-
eral ways we might get the job done

— high-level precision bombing,

low-level precision bombing, follow
the leader quick in and out, and we
even considered borrowing a
squadron of P-51s, fitting them out
with 500-pounders and sending them
in to skip bomb the bridges.

(Operations Officer), and a few of the rest of us were
sitting around having some beers.

The discussion finally got
around to our most immedi-

ate problem — how we
could knock out the

B u r m a - S i a m
Railway for

good.


